
Create your path to Green Literacy

Together, we mark our stance as a 
place where education meets the 
Earth, showing others that becoming 
environmentally conscious is our way 
forward if we want to live in a viable 
and sustainable future.”

—The Green Literacy Handbook

Introducing Green Literacy, a way of teaching that 
cultivates critical thinking, reading, and writing about 
environmentalism through children’s books and 
digital media. Students analyze multiple perspectives, 
engage in hands-on activities, and come to a 
deeper understanding of environmental issues. 
Supported through teaching models and thematic 
units, educators empower themselves and their 
students to develop environmental awareness toward 
sustainable change.

Benefits:

• Explore environmental justice issues using familiar 
stories and digital tools to spark curiosity and new 
ideas with reading, writing, and drama strategies 
for engagement.

• Engage students with activities on weather, 
ecosystems, and how nature connects individuals 
and develops systems thinking.

• Encourage students to see environmental issues 
from all angles to deepen their understanding and 
empathy and move them toward sustainable change.

• Be empowered with seed ideas about environmental 
issues, including classroom engagement strategies 
and professional development opportunities.
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Jen Cullerton Johnson is an award-winning children’s author, educator, and 
environmental advocate. She teaches at Chicago Public Schools and has been an adjunct 
instructor at Wilbur Wright College, City Colleges of Chicago. Jen has nearly two decades 
of teaching experience.

Mary K. Gove, PhD, is professor emerita at Cleveland State University, as well as a 
coauthor of Reading and Learning to Read, which promotes a balanced approach to literacy 
education and has been used in undergraduate and graduate literacy education programs 
since the early 2000s. Her award-winning dissertation, “Beliefs About Reading,” continues 
to be a cornerstone of textbooks.
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